Elder Wisdom Circle  
Advice from Those Who Care

Mom Wants to Marry a Younger Man

Q. My 63-year-old mother has been divorced from my father for 7 years. Six months ago she met a younger man and moved in with him a month after meeting him. He's 35 years old! She visits us often with him in tow and takes him to all our family get-togethers, so my husband and I have really gotten to know him. From what we can tell, he's a nice guy. He has a good job and is financially secure. My mom is retired and lives off her social security. I honestly don't think he wants her money because she doesn't have any. Now my mom is talking about marrying him! A part of me says I should be happy for her because she's happy, but the other part of me can't wrap my head around their age difference. Do you know why a younger guy would want to marry an older woman, or is this a question I should pose to him?

A. Be happy for your mom.  For a very long time I dated a guy who was my oldest daughter's age.  My kids weren't happy at first but when they saw, as you did, that this guy was nice, they became happy for me.  I think a conversation with him would be inappropriate.  Some guys just like older women; everybody has their own tastes and shouldn't be judged for them. If your mom wants to marry this guy, celebrate her happiness and be there for her during these happy times.

Best Regards,

Jane
6-Year-Old is Not the Same
Q. My son's father and I are divorced, and I have my son on weekends. Lately he hasn't wanted to come with me. His attitude and personality have changed dramatically. When I go to pick him up, he looks sad and miserable. He won't even look me in the eye; he looks at his dad for approval and then just looks back down at the ground. I feel like something is wrong. What do I do? Is it me?
A. Not sure what is going on with your son, but it sure sounds like something is making him feel differently toward seeing you. I wonder what else may be going on that makes him so withdrawn. Has your relationship been good most of the time since your divorce? What I would suggest is to talk with your ex first to get his input. When you do see your son, you might ask him to draw pictures of what he does at his dad's house and what he does at your house -- you'd be surprised what drawings reveal when words are not there. Are you able to speak to his teacher? Teachers notice things that often get missed at home. Lastly, you might consider having him see a therapist, with and without you. They are trained to help a child express their issues through playing and drawing. He's only six, so it may be difficult to process what he is going through. But know that it will not always feel like it does now.
Best Regards,

Jan4you
Biology Major Who Would Like to Act

Q. I am a biology major, but since I was 10 years old I've wanted to pursue acting. I've been researching acting academies and found one I want to attend, but it costs $6,000 and I know if I tell my mom she will go nuts! Do you think it's stupid for me to actually spend $6,000 to learn to act? I know that the chances of someone becoming a successful actor are slim but it's something I am willing to work for.
A. You might also consider going to a university that offers a theater degree and get a double major in a theater art as well as something that can provide you a reasonable living while you’re breaking into the acting profession. That way you might be able to avoid becoming the stereotype aspiring actor who’s waiting tables while waiting for the big break.  That will probably make your mom feel a lot better as well.  

Best Regards,

Ketchman
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